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The searing gresl ioom celeberled Califernia
VEMMBCLEAT N & modeem wiry, sampling inflesmdos
of Bernard Maybsck's northesn Caldomia Ay and
Cralt style and sisch mods I southem Calilomia
plome=rs as Brving GII. The sculptural ceiling prisms
el lighting for the owmeny® contemporary phatog:
raply collection: their Mission pottery is displayed
to manimem effect on mindmal glass shelving.

any homes in Los Angeles have glamorous provenance. but
lw gles have a Dotber pedigres for quality of living than the

prepaey owned by this high-profile couple [she's a prominens

enterialnmant attorney and ha's a TV direclor with serious
prime-time coodits], Thoir hoavily shaded private road slongside
m ek (8 1ittle mons than a paved track off Sunset Boulevand;
vhtal traffic vou encounter is as apt to be equine as fuel-injected
Which was exactly the poinl. The couple was looking for s
gpuiiet and healibiy placs for themsalyves, thre active childron (a
davphter, now in colleps, and two ieonage sons) and a BEmily
miengerie thal presently consists of two dachshond poppies anad
a full-groavm Adnu [a Inpsenenss broecd ). The house that stood on
the lot, femerly ownied by Blmmaker Tobn Hmeston's lasd wibe,
it mot imprass theam, but they soom smilflen by the greenary
The eonclove backs up against a slalo park and was origlnallv
ilirvmlopid by @ landscapn architect sith Filmland connectbona
{toe propoerty was onos a mursery from which plants waere jobbod
out to tho motion picture buslnessh. The resldent landscapa
artist was msponsibla for the plantings st Disnayland and Walt
Misney World, nmong othors, and for his own magle kingdom,

hao i:l'.Fll'll':I!-\.i RrEEs SIQE .I.|| DVET :':| 1 Wi |l:|. |;:l::||.||||||. E0%y-

muognificent |t s il grassas Ehat defines the woodar A TH
11wk the idyvilic ambisnecs, not tho proximity o A-llst

cilebritics [the neighbors ome callad Armold and Maria), that

i::\|-ir--|1 thm :|.I|I:.:|l' tr ke an offer on tha ||]||' 1
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S o undertnke an ovarhaul, the r.|:|||p|n turnad Eo r'.:,mllg,'
friends Hank Koning and Julie Eizenbarg. principals of one

of the most respoctod architectural frms in the city. “Cur
kids wuni to preschoal with Hank and Julie's kids,” romom-

bers the attorney. “We bhad always joked that if we over buill
& house, we'd hire Hank and Julie to do it So when we
boughi this place, we did,”

Kioming and Eizenberg. however, are maore than just parnis
of the kids” friends. The Australian-bern duo have buili 8 stirong
repulslion in and beyvond LLA. with thokr partic ular tako on
modernism, Their firm is known for residential and public
buildings that blond the southern California vernacular with
strong color and notaral matorials, a sense of funestration as
witty as tho feeiprints of the homes are unexpectediy askow,
and o commitment ot only o the natural environment bul
to social justice (they first bocame known for low-cost housing,
including SR [or the homalbesz)

Cine of the earllast problams the client-architect alliance
faced was whore to slte tho house. “Thore wasn't much flu
space,” rocalls Julie Eizenberng. “We could have built a1 the
bottom of the grade, but they wanted to bave as many experi
ences of the propery o8 possible, from views looking down ai
tho croak 1o nestling inte the hillside—even though building
on & hillside In Los Angeles is very difficult, from gefting the
pormissions to achoal construction.” Paricularly tricky would

be installing & new swimming pool while precerving the
thriving maturs flora
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The dming area, which pairs new fumiture sith an
anflique sideboard and an Koenlc modem chamdeler,
is at one end of the dramatic double-beight great
roame the kitchen is up the steps bo the right.
Oppadila lebckwiia rom kft The lacade of the
Badroom wing H nob Fak: 11 5 lag, iew undulaling
curve; Uhe couple’s daghied beowias the Noar-bevel
Baoloases under hupe shding windos walli; B
space also serves as phaoto gallery and Misis FEom.
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The apin

Ekremibesp desigreed mit
1 I.I
Enrent=ig
Inferi e
A midcenbury Chae cogies

fidplasé il B9 A

n easoncoe, the bouse consists of two wings: Do, which
lentures wowl, houses the double=heighl public moms. This

adhar, clod in shacon and ingplired by Spanish ooloninl design,
iz o hull two stortes and consists of family and goest bedmooms
Thary mmisst a0 bransilionsl arss thad includes 8 BEmily room
and a modia nook. The wings do net, ovwovor, form @ normal
L They coma logether of less Usan o ®kedegres angle bocnusa
{thar nrchitects lad 1o Gl the houss among the Irees

e owwmars wore adamant abou! ksoping as much of tho

|lamd e aping as possible, including & regal syemmann whiasse

rowts woern per lously axposad during much of the construction

procegz. “1 usad to go sul thoro 1 put my arms arownd th
lrunk of thu breo and eell i the things would soop b floe”

zays e altomey, “and sume snough that teee did not give up.

Eitchen not andy hay ample ropm for
cokiing and dining, but for skl
ol
ual peeces mther than banlcs
ny sialnless-steel tababcabor cam dao it
"8 hoang A% §OUC

wilh 4 cabsnél maker

Ch SE0ESE & ([HESH ]
ol martcha 1mannt
iy

window mall

PR LETRTATH tha apsihal] [

iealimrs the clisais ||r:|.|:..‘lhl tin Wi

[roj ot was thislr loiva oof this veork of northern Callforsida so-calliod
Stick-stvle architeel Bormand Mayvleck (e LRI [E livad in

Rerkeloy whils the wils weail 1o law sclsoll. And thal was a chal-
langar fur tho architects. “They wantod Mavissck.” save Eizenbong,
bust Bavhioack §s dark, and see ol wantod o ekt homse,™

H.-.|.;|.'::;_ ihie clients alen Pt i ted sach southern Califormia
plonsers as minimalist Irving Gl So woeodsy nabu met
Intolligent gromotry in o liviog/dining/great room lorgely cled
in charry lll'. wind. Ta "-.!.I;h{\.' ihee crafia roots of :'ﬂ.l'..'llllr!l-,_
Eiznnborg and hor stoff deslgned o surround for the Rumford
hll'|'l|-l'.l.: with brand-nsw :_.;l.lid-|_a.||: :_:l-lw tilo from ||11|:.' il
nlongslide matto-finkehed handeas tile boaring the imprint of

cyeamonn lnaves [(tho trecs lino the crook bed)
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Vo like to play with expectations,” sava Eizenberg, “and
then subvert then by subtle manipulations. With the bedreom
wing. we wanted to ba ovocstive of the Spanish vernacular
bt i sontimontal " [(Hence, the curved wall inset with a bar-
bspewe: the curve slss soflans tha houso In the |.Ind:.l_'..|r_||_-_:|

The Lange iriangular window in thy groul room was requesbed
by the owners, “We had o window ke that in our last hoaze ™
savs the lawyer, "so we askod Hank and Jullo if they could do
spmelhing like that for us here.™ OF courso, the Innovative
nrchitocts ware ol ohool to roglicsti ths g.nh!ml roanfling of an
anonymess Gis mnch housoe: Thoe apox of this gable is not par-
allbel 1o the walls of the room—it runs ot 4 slight diagonal—

s the ceiling angles omo askaow, upping the ante on the foom s
modernist land.
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True to their inlerest ln new maoberials, Kaning and Eizonborg
shingled tha rmnl in Copyear Veral, a laminais of copper fused
tor i bituminouws membrane. A much lightor matarind than slate,
i1 firo reslstond and nob much mors sxpengve than asphali
It uls Insts much longer snd woathars to a naturel patina, =[t's
quite o cost-offective product.” enthuses Eizenlarg,

And is evervone atill speaking? “0h, ves,” lnughs Eizsenbong,
“Thuey"re wery happy with the houso. 1§ was fun 1o do, and
we'rh all still friends, In fact, when we saw how lovely the
fireplace was in the esuldoer wall, we decided we had o have
ome 4f our owmn,”

“Whn Hko to sov wa live up the creek,” jokes the dimctor, obv]-
ausly pleased with his new home, “but thal's a good thing.™ &
See Mesouroes, lod pages




The masber iusle containg this spa-guality
baiFagam, which pliys wenge wead off greentione
eominieiops and glais tile. The reom, like the
Rpuge, elebiabies apanneid, IRphl o
transparency. The suile lus i1s ewn living ares,
separated from the bedroom (which features

a wenge.wood platiorm bed designed by the archi-
u:ubhnimwwh_ £ i. ;
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